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any ask this 
question in 
reference to 
religious matters. 
( A large number of 
people in our soci- 
ety try to say that it does not 
matter what we believe so long as 
we are honest and sincere about 
religious issues. Is this true? Let 
us study the Bible and see the 
consequences of one reasoning 
that is does not matter what we 
believe so long as we are sincere. 

If it does not matter what we 
believe just as long as we are sin- 
cere people, then why did Jesus 
condemn the Pharisees while He 
was on earth? Let us read 
Matthew 15:9. There Jesus said, 
" In vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men. " Does this 
sound like Jesus does not care 
how we worship him? How is it 
possible to worship "in vain" if it 
doesn't matter what we believe? 
Further, in Matthew 22:29, Jesus 
condemned the Sadducees, tell- 
ing them, "You are wrong, because 
you know neither the Scriptures, nor 
the power of God. " How can Christ 
say that people are "wrong" if it 
does not matter what you and I 
believe on religious matters? 

Let us look at an early teacher 
and preacher of the gospel: A 
man by the name of Stephen. 
This space will not allow us to 
print the entire text, but please 
read Acts 7 so you can 
understand the entire context. 
Toward the end of Acts 7, 



Stephen condemns the Jews for 
refusing to believe that Jesus was 
the fulfillment of all Old Testament 
prophecy (v. 51-53). Please notice 
what happened, "When they heard 
these things, they were cut to the heart, 
and they gnashed on him with their 
teeth . . . They cast him out of the city 
and stoned him" (Acts 7:54, 58). 
Does this sound like the reaction of 
a people who heard a sermon sug- 
gesting that it doesn't matter what 
we believe so long as we are sincere 
in what we do? 

We could add to this study by 
relating the various reactions of 
people who heard the apostle Paul 
preach. The Bible shows us that he 
was run out of Antioch in Pisidia, 
stoned at Lystra, run out of Thessa- 
lonica, and Berea as well (Acts 
13:50, 14:19, 17:10, 13-14). These 
are but a few examples, and more 
of Paul's suffering is recorded for us 
in II Corinthians 11:23-28. Please 
note the responses to Paul and 
when they came. This is not the 
reaction of folks hearing, "I'm OK 
and you are OK," or "It doesn't 
matter what we believe"! Instead, 
we know he preached the gospel 
and the gospel only (Gal. 1:6-12; 
Rom. 1:16; I Cor. 2:2, 5) 

My friend, what we believe 
matters! What we believe will 
determine whether we go to 
Heaven or Hell (Jn. 8:24)! This is 
how serious it is. When people 
declare that it does not matter what 
you believe as long as you are 
honest and sincere, they are saying 
something completely foreign to the 
Scriptures. 



"What The Seat Can 
Endure" 

Connie Adams, Brooks, KY 

Every now and then we are 
treated to the wisdom that 
"the mind can only absorb 
what the seat can endure." 
This is offered to prompt 
preachers to be brief. I do 
not favor repetitious sermons, or ram- 
bling discourses without apparent de- 
sign. Every speaker needs to build a rap- 
port with his audience and be alert to 
signs of weariness or loss of interest. 
Every speaker cannot hold an audience 
for long periods of time. But it needs to 
be said that the seat can endure what- 
ever the mind wills. Whatever occupies 
the mind will determine very often what 
the seat can endure. That is what en- 
ables people to sit for hours to drive to a 
vacation spot or to see relatives long 
missed. That is what empowers us to 
stay strapped in a seat on a jet plane 
across the country, or half way around 
the world. That is what caused me to sit 
for 7 hours in a school taught by a physi- 
cal therapist a few weeks after back sur- 
gery, with only five minutes stretch 
every hour. That is what causes people 
to sit through baseball double-headers 
and football games. The mind wills it 
and the seat endures it. The saying is 
catchy and usually draws a laugh, but it 
is the reverse of the truth. Let's get it 
straight — "The seat can endure what 
the mind wills it to endure." Now, that's 
more like it. 

[From: Searching The Scriptures, p. 16 
(544), Vol.28, #11] 

"A mist in the pulpit is a 
fog in the pew" 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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The Old Paths 



"Feel Good" 
Preaching 

Larry Ray Hafley, Cookeville, TN. 

Our heavenly Father is 
"the God of all com- 
fort" (II Cor. 1:3). At 
times, God instructed 
his prophets to "speak 
comfortably" to his people (Isa. 
40: 1,2). Indeed, we must take the 
word of God and "comfort one an- 
other" (I Thess. 4: 18). When one is 
faint hearted, he needs words of 
encouragement (I Thess. 5:14). 
When one is bowed down with 
sorrow and shame for sin, we 
must comfort him with love and 
forgiveness (II Cor. 2:7, 8). 

Preaching must be balanced. It 
must not all be done with whips 
and chains. It must not all be done 
with and kisses and caresses. To 
some, the gospel is the odor of 
death; to others, it is the aroma of 
life (II Cor. 2:15-17). There is a 
time and a place for every purpose 
under heaven (Ecc. 3). Circum- 
stances determine whether one 
should be approached "with a rod, 
or in love and in the spirit of meek- 
ness" {I Cor. 4:21; II Cor. 13:2, 10; 
Jude 22, 23). 

Sadistic spirits, determined not 
to allow any to survive their cut 
and slash approach, are a re- 
proach to the gospel. Such spirits 
must be cast out of the pulpit. On 
the other hand, preaching does 
not need pseudo, superficial 
friendliness which ignores the seri- 
ous nature of sin and salvation. 

Some suppose they can leave 
everyone in a good humor when 
they preach the gospel. If they 
can, they are better men than the 
Lord and his apostles (Matt. 
15:12; Acts 22:22). Be wary of 
such men, for with "good words and 
fair speeches, " they lead many 



astray (Rom. 16:18; II Pet. 2:3). 
What are some of the characteris- 
tics of "feel good" preaching? 

Avoids Controversy 

Popular, people pleasing 
preachers are as useless as a soldier 
who admires the beautiful, carved 
handle of a sword but who refuses 
to use its cutting blade. Men were 
not "pricked (cut, stuck, pierced - 
LRH) in their heart" by preachers 
who avoided controversy (Acts 
2:37; 7:54). Since we are to follow 
Jesus, and speak as the oracles of 
God, ask yourself this question, 
"Did the Lord and the apostles 
avoid controversy?" No, rather 
they sought it out and stirred it up 
(Matt. 22; Acts 17). So must we! 

Rarely Identifies Sin And 
The Sinner 

This type preacher presents 
himself as one who has risen above 
those who stoop to "name-calling." 
He speaks disparagingly of those 
who "sling mud" and "throw dirt," 
and lets it be known that he is too 
mannerly and refined to "indulge 
in that style of preaching." 

Of course, no one should be 
abusive or unnecessarily caustic in 
his preaching, but one who will not 
"call names" and specifically indict 
men in their sins, has no business 
preaching (Isa. 58:1). The Lord 



was a rather "dignified and distin- 
guished" gentleman, but when situations 
demanded it, he was not above naming 
names and directly confronting men in 
their iniquity and hypocrisy (Matt. 15:3- 
14; 16:6-12). Neither were the apostles 
(Acts 13:10; Gal. 2:11-14; II Tim. 2:16- 
18; III Jn. 9). Nor should we (I Cor. 
11:1). 

Appeals To The Emotions 

The gospel often evokes emotions, 
but faithful preaching does not use jokes, 
clever, witty stories, and "death bed tales 
and graveyard yarns," to lead men to 
Christ. Entertainment is one thing; evan- 
gelism is quite another (II Tim. 4:2-5). 

Conclusion 

Gifted, talented men may become 
victims of the abilities God has given 
them. Worldly applause does not guar- 
antee heavenly approval. Let us not be 
swooned and swayed by soothing ora- 
tory which tickles our ears but does not 
touch our hearts with the gospel story. 



Facts Do Not Cease To Exist 
Just Because They Are Ignored! 

Aldous Huxley, "Proper Studies", 1927 
English critic & novelist (1894 - 1963) 



Visit our Website: 
http://caneyvillechurchofchrist.com 




/ want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 

Location: 101 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 



Meeting Times: 



Sunday Bible Study — 
Sunday Worship — 
Sunday Worship — 
Wednesday Bible Study 



10:00 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 



"The Ancient Landmark" Television Show airs on You Tube 

(www.youtube.com/TheOWPathsl994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

"The Ancient Landmark" Radio program airs on WXMZ, 106.3 FM Mon-Fri at 

1:00 pm. It is also broadcast on www.thez.voyagetech.com 

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs 
_Ehan£± (270) 589-4167 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 



